BRITISH  STRATEGY IN  THE  PACIFIC
that which would arise were the Americans able to establish
a first-class base in the Philippines and to operate from it
with a Fleet as superior to ours as that of Britain. As it is, an
American Fleet would be denied the use of the Philippines
or of Guam, and would have to come into the western Pacific
3500 miles from Hawaii, harassed on its way by our light
forces from our Pacific islands. With but 60 per cent or
70 per cent of American naval strength, we have little to
fear. Our islands, however, could play no part in operations
to the north of Singapore, and to compete on an equal
footing with a British Fleet based on that place we should
have to have a strength equal to that of England. Further,
Japan is completely defenceless against air attack, and, with
Singapore but 1600 miles away, the danger of one is far
greater than it would be in a war with America.
Threat to communications.
The second point to be considered is the threat to our
communications. Japan is dependent on supplies from
abroad. Whence and by what routes do they come? In
what do they consist ?
They come as follows :
(i) About 19 per cent from China,  Manchuria, and
Siberia, crossing the Sea of Japan, the Yellow Sea,
and the East China Sea.
(ii) About 18 per cent from Hongkong, Indo-China,
the Straits Settlements, and British India, crossing
the South China Sea and the Indian Ocean.
(iii) About   11.5  per cent   from the  Philippines,  the
Netherlands East Indies, Australia, and New Zealand,
crossing the Pacific south of the P.I.
(iv) About 33 per cent from the two American continents,
coming along both coasts and across the North
Pacific.
(v) About 18.5 per cent from Europe and Egypt, crossing
the South China Sea, the  Indian Ocean, the Red
Sea, the Mediterranean, part of the Atlantic, and
the North Sea.
>*
Supposing the base at Singapore to have been estab-
lished, (ii), (iii) and (v), amounting to some 48 per cent of
the whole, would be cut off in the event of war with England.